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George Floyd, COVID-19 and America's Conscience 

African-American communities nationwide have suffered from institutional racism,  lack of

access to equitable care, and physical and mental public lynching for 400 years. They are now

confronted with three contiguous crises: 1) the opioid epidemic; 2) the COVID-19 pandemic; and

3) the George Floyd incident.  

Here in the nation's capital, African-Americans have been particularly hard hit by the global

pandemic, accounting for approximately 46% of the city’s COVID-19 cases

(https://coronavirus.dc.gov/page/coronavirus-data)  and 76%  (https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?

u=https-3A__coronavirus.dc.gov_release_coronavirus-2Ddata-2Dmay-2D22-

2D2020&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnV�iMM&r=p57NriU-

I9tJu5UtAZyTaA&m=vsPCGh4aO8qyJX-Occx867KeNyYnRZBYr50SLJbFQX0&s=BTDLw9fLjM_bpTB3sjZuJHzY-

KREeQ-Ys-JyIaeScK0&e=) of the city’s deaths (despite only comprising 47% of the population). This

comes on the heels of the opioid crisis, which disproportionately impacted African-Americans,

who comprised 84% of all deaths

(https://ocme.dc.gov/sites/default/�les/dc/sites/ocme/featured_content/Opioid%20related%20Overdoses%20De

aths%205.20.2020%20-%20FINAL.pdf)  from opioid use in the District in 2018. Now, George Floyd's

videotaped death, and multiple other recent cases, has ignited public protest in the District,

across the nation and around the globe.   

Our panelists will discuss the signi�cance and impact of these overlapping crises at this
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moment in time. Weighing the historical and systemic factors, they will explore what can be

done going forward and if we have indeed reached a tipping point.  

REGISTER HERE (https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvdemspzsuGtazzVxPPGBvj6NEkt6EJAHo)  

EDWIN C. CHAPMAN, SR., MD 

Addiction Medicine Specialist

Edwin C. Chapman, MD, has practiced in Washington, DC for over 40 years

specializing in Internal Medicine and Addiction Medicine. He is an adjunct

assistant professor in the Howard University Department of Behavioral Health

and Psychiatry.

 

ELIOT SOREL, MD 

Eliot Sorel, MD, is an MSDC Past President who served during the Society's 185th

anniversary. Dr. Sorel is an innovative global health leader, educator, health

systems performance expert, and a practicing physician. He co-chairs the

Metrics Group of the Healthy Brains Global Initiative (HBGI) and is a member of

the HBGI leadership team. Dr. Sorel has served as a subject matter expert for the

Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), U.S.

National Institutes of Health, (NIH) Fogarty International Center, National Institute of Mental

Health, (NIMH), World Bank Group (WBG), the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), and the

Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development (OECD) projects. See bio

(https://www.msdc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/eliot-sorel-md-1-brief-bio-summer-

2020.pdf?sfvrsn=ecfc763d_2)  for additional publications and background.

This webinar is part of MSDC's Washington Healthcare on Wednesdays (WHOW) webinar series.
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